
 

 

Interlocking Tile   

NOTE: Elements interlocking tiles are not suitable for installation over radiant heat. 

  

I.   JOBSITE CONDITIONS – Interlocking Tiles 

A. Inspect all tiles for visual defects before beginning installation. No labor claim will be honored on 

material installed with visual defects. Any discrepancies must be reported immediately before 

beginning installation. 

B. Care should be taken when moving large or heavy equipment over Interlocking Tiles due to the 

modular free-floating design of the system. Plywood or other rigid sheeting can be utilized to 

better disperse the load to avoid tile buckle. 

C. 8mm Interlocking Tiles are the minimum approved thickness in free weight areas and extra 

matting is suggested in these areas to reduce tile damage from repeated high impact. 

D. This product is intended for indoor use only. Approved temperature range of 55-75 degrees F. 

E. Do not use where the flooring will be exposed to fuels, oils, solvents, chemicals, or large 

fluctuations in temperature. 

F.  This product is not designed to be used under rolling loads or in commercial applications due to 

the loose lay design. If full adhesion is required, it is recommended to use rolls. 

G. Areas to receive flooring should be weather tight and maintained at a minimum uniform 

temperature of 65°F (18°C) for 48 hours before, during, and after the installation. 

H. Install Interlocking Tiles over wood or concrete subfloors, or firmly adhered resilient flooring such 

as vinyl, linoleum, laminate, ceramic tile, and wood. 

I.  Surface should be smooth to prevent irregularities, roughness, or other defects from transferring 

through to the new flooring. 

 

II.  MATERIAL  STORAGE  AND HANDLING – Interlocking Tiles 

A. Store the material inside in its original, unopened packaging with all labels intact. 

B. Inspect all materials for visual defects before beginning the installation. Verify the material 

delivered is the correct style, color, and amount. Any discrepancies must be reported to the retailer 

where the material was purchased. 

C. Remove tiles from cartons and allow to sit in the area to be installed, at uniform room temperature, 

for 48 hours prior to installation. 

D. Mix tiles from several boxes or skids. Ensure that job site and subfloor conditions are met. 

E.  Install interlocking tiles in the same direction using the directional markings on the bottom of the 

tiles. 

 

III. INSTALLATION METHOD 1 – AREA MAT LAYOUT – Interlocking Tiles 

A. For an area mat layout, lay out tiles to desired length and width and interlock the tabs. 
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B. If desired, trim perimeter Interlocking tabs from area layout with utility knife & metal straight edge. 

C. Install interlocking tiles in the same direction using the directional markings on the bottom of the 

tiles. 

 

IV. INSTALLATION METHOD 2 – WALL TO WALL LAYOUT – Interlocking Tiles 

A. Sweep area clear of all dust and loose debris. 

B. Determine a starting point for the first course of tile to best suit the site area. Most walls are not 

straight, or corners square, and tile installation generally starts in the middle of the room. Measure 

the width and length of the space, divide room into 4 equal quadrants and snap chalk lines that are 

perpendicular (90 degrees) to each other. 

C. Install interlocking tiles in the same direction using the directional markings on the bottom of the 

tiles. 

D. Place the first tile’s edges where the two perpendicular chalk lines meet. 

E. Hint: Adjust starting point in room to balance the tiles side-to-side and end up with small cuts of tile 

against walls. 

F.  Cut the last piece to fit against the wall using a metal straight edge and a sharp utility knife. Do not 

compression fit the tile against the wall. Allow 1/4" around the perimeter for expansion. 

 

Interlocking Tile Maintenance and Assigned Responsibilities  

It is the Specifier’s responsibility to: 

•       Mandate covering and protection of floor from damage and construction debris until 

construction is complete. 

•       Assign to the appropriate party responsibility for the initial cleaning of floor following published 

procedures. Amarco Products recommends our environmentally friendly line of maintenance 

products, including A-Cleaner. 

It is the General Contractor’s responsibility to provide: 

 •       A building or installation area fully enclosed from the elements, e.g., finished roof, windows, 

doors, etc. 

•       Temperature that is climate controlled with a minimum uniform temperature of 65° F for 48 

hours prior to, during, and after the flooring installation, for acclimation of flooring materials. 

•       Protection for those areas of the flooring that are subject to direct sunlight through  doors or 

windows by having the doors or windows covered for such time until the installation of the material is 

complete. 

•       Protection for flooring from damage and construction debris by using an appropriate floor 

covering until such time that the recommended initial cleaning may be performed. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

II.   INTERLOCKING TILE CLEANING PROCEDURES 

 1. Initial Interlocking Tile Cleaning 

A.   Remove all surface soil, debris, sand, and grit by sweeping, or vacuuming. 

B.   Scrub floor with recommended E-Cleaner with a rectangular microfiber mop. 

          A soft nylon brush may be used in more heavily soiled areas. 

C.   DO NOT flood the Interlocking Tiles with water as the interlocking design will allow water to 

pass through. 

D.   Rinse with clean water and microfiber mop. 

E.   Allow floor to thoroughly dry (6-8 hours). 

 

2.    Daily/Regular Interlocking Tile Cleaning 

A.   Sweep, dust mop, or vacuum floor to remove surface soil, debris, sand, and grit. 

B.   Damp mop with a microfiber mop using approved A-Cleaner. 

 

3.    Heavy Interlocking Tile Soil 

A.   Hard-to-clean and greasy areas may require a higher concentration of A-Cleaner and may 

require a restorative maintenance. 

4.    Restorative Interlocking Tile Maintenance  

A.   Sweep or vacuum to remove loose soil. 

B.   Heavy scrub using a rotary scrubber with a Brown or Black Stripper pad and stripper solution 

of A- Strip. DO NOT flood the Interlocking Tiles with water as the interlocking design will 

allow  water to pass through. 

C.   Pick up solution with wet vac. 

D.   Rinse with clean water. 

E.   Allow floor to thoroughly dry.  

 

Steps Green 
Products 

Dilution Diluted Coverage Pads & Brushes 

10 oz./gal. water 2,000 sq. ft./gal. Microfiber mop, Soft Nylon 
Brush or 3M 5100 Red Pad 

2-4 oz./gal. water 6,000 sq. ft./gal. Microfiber mop, Soft Nylon 
Brush or 3M 5100 Red Pad or 

equal 

Heavy Soil and Restorative 
Maintenance Cleaning 

10 oz/gal water 
16-32 oz./ gal. water 

2,000 sq. ft./gal. 
500-1,000 sq. ft./ gal. 

3M 7100 Brown or 7200 Black 
stripper pad or equal 

 

Initial Cleaning A-Cleaner 

or equal 

Daily Cleaning A-Cleaner 

A-Cleaner 
A-Strip 


